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   The SAS Group Traffic figures 
   May 2009 

 
 

SAS Group May 09 Change Jan-May 09 Change

ASK (Mill.) 3 202 -16,7% 15 165 -13,0%
RPK (Mill.) 2 289 -18,1% 10 074 -17,7%
Passenger load factor 71,5% -1,2 p u 66,4% -3,8 p u
No. of passengers 
(Mill.)  2,237 -17,1% 10,155 -17,2%

         p u = percentage units 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

     
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Summary of the 
airlines 

May 2009 vs. May 2008

 
Traffic 
(RPK) 

Capacity 
(ASK) 

Load 
factor  

 Change 
of load 
factor 

SAS Group -18,1% -16,7% 71,5% -1,2 p u 
SAS Scandinavian 
Airlines  -19,0% -17,5% 72,0% -1,3 p u 
Widerøe -1,6% -4,7% 63,1% +1,9 p u 
Blue1 -6,7% -7,5% 66,8% +0,6 p u 
 
    

 
 

Route area 
(change): 

May 09 vs 
May 08 

Jan-May 09 vs. 
      Jan-May 08 

 Traffic 
(RPK) 

Capacity 
(ASK) 

Traffic 
(RPK) 

Capacity 
(ASK) 

Intercontinental -21,3% -17,2% -19,4% -10,5% 
Europe -17,4% -17,5% -16,9% -14,0% 
Intrascandinavian -15,9% -17,6% -15,9% -14,3% 
Denmark   -28,7% -25,8% -16,5% -14,4% 
Norway  -17,8% -13,8% -21,3% -15,5% 
Sweden  -21,5% -25,3% -21,8% -22,2% 

SAS Scandinavian 
Airlines  May 09 Change Jan-May 09 Change

ASK (Mill.) 2 930 -17,5 % 13 883 -13,8 %

RPK (Mill.) 2 111 -19,0 % 9 308 -18,6 %

Passenger load factor 72,0% -1,3 p u 67,0% -4,0 p u

Passengers (Mill.)  1,932 -18,6 % 8,726 -18,8 %

Widerøe's May 09 Change Jan-May 09 Change

ASK (Mill.) 88 -4,7 % 448 3,5 %

RPK (Mill.) 56 -1,6 % 256 -1,4 %
Passenger load 
factor 63,1% +1,9 p u 57,2% -2,9 p u
Total no. of 
passengers (Mill) 0,173 -0,8 % 0,815 -2,1 %

Blue1 May 09 Change Jan-May 09 Change

ASK (Mill.) 183 -7,5 % 834 -7,3 %

RPK (Mill.) 122 -6,7 % 509 -6,7 %
Passenger load 
factor 66,8% +0,6 p u 61,0% +0,4 p u
Total no. of 
passengers (Mill) 0,132 -12,9 % 0,613 -9,2 %

 
SAS Group's May traffic figures  
• SAS Group's traffic decreased by 18.1 % during May and 

seat capacity was down 16.7% vs. 2008. 
•  SAS Group carried 2.2 million passengers in May, down 

17.1% vs. 2008.  
• Total passenger load factor in May was down by 1,2 p.u. 

to 71.5%.  
 

Group market trends and yield development  
The yield for Scandinavian Airlines in April was down by 
11.7%, lower than expected. For March/April the yield was 
down by 1.7%. For May 2009, the change in yield is 
expected to be negative compared to last year due to falling 
demand as a consequence of the global recession. The 
market is characterized by lower demand due to significantly 
weaker macroeconomic development in Scandinavia and 
worldwide. The market is most unpredictable and the 
uncertainty regarding the timing of the recovery is 
considerable. SAS cannot rule out additional actions to 
further offset the negative market environment.  
 
The SAS Group is currently implementing a new strategic 
approach – Core SAS - to secure a future profitable SAS. 
The strategy includes cost initiatives of approximately SEK 
4.0 billion and approx. 20% (ASK) capacity reduction. The 
implementation is well on track. The restructuring cost will 
increase substantially in relation to what has been guided 
previously for 2009 due to earlier phase out of aircraft, higher 
early retirement ratio than expected and redelivery costs of 
leased aircraft.   
  
SAS Scandinavian Airlines  
• Total number of passengers was 1.9 million during May, a 
decrease by 18,6%. 

• Traffic decreased by 19.0% in May. 
• The load factor decreased by 1.3 p.u. during May. 
 

The intercontinental traffic decreased 21.3% and the load 
factor decreased 4.2 p.u. to 78.9% as the weaker global 
economy affects long haul flights relatively more than short 
haul. Traffic on European routes decreased by 17.4% in line 
with the capacity decrease. These capacity reductions are in 
line with the Core SAS Strategy. The intrascandinavian 
traffic decreased 15.9%. The Swedish and Norwegian 
domestic traffic decreased by 21.5% and 17.8% respectively. 
 
Widerøe's traffic development 
Widerøe carried 173.000 passengers i May, down 0.8% due 
to the slowdown in the economy. The capacity was down 
with 4.7%, resulting in an improved overall load factor by 1.9 
p.u. to 63.1%.  
 
Blue 1's traffic development   
The total number of passengers in May was 132 000, down 
12.9 % vs last year. The passenger load factor in May was 
66.8 % up 0.6 p.u. vs last year and an improvement of 1.8 
p.u. compared with April 2009 .The number of passengers 
on the Finnish domestic routes decreased by 17.9%, but the 
load factor improved by 3.9 p.u 
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SAS Group - Traffic, capacity, passenger load factors and number of passengers per route area.  
INTERCONTINENTAL ROUTES May 09 May 08 CHANGE Jan-May 09 Jan-May 08 CHANGE 
ASK (Mill.) 879 1 061 -17,2% 4 260 4 761 -10,5%
RPK (Mill.) 693 882 -21,3% 3 178 3 945 -19,4%
Passenger load factor 78,9% 83,1% -4,2 p u 74,6% 82,9% -8,3 p u
Total no. of passengers (000) 97 124 -21,6% 444 551 -19,3%
EUROPEAN ROUTES May 09 May 08 CHANGE Jan-May 09 Jan-May 08 CHANGE 
ASK (Mill.) 1 463 1 746 -16,2% 6 623 7 616 -13,0%
RPK (Mill.) 1 019 1 216 -16,2% 4 247 5 042 -15,8%
Passenger load factor 69,7% 69,6% +0,1 p u 64,1% 66,2% -2,1 p u
Total no. of passengers (000) 888 1 081 -17,8% 3 882 4 667 -16,8%
INTRA-SCANDINAVIAN ROUTES May 09 May 08 CHANGE Jan-May 09 Jan-May 08 CHANGE 
ASK (Mill.) 219 272 -19,4% 1 100 1 289 -14,7%
RPK (Mill.) 146 176 -17,0% 650 774 -15,9%
Passenger load factor 66,8% 64,9% +1,9 p u 59,2% 60,0% -0,9 p u
Total no. of passengers (000) 290 357 -18,8% 1 300 1 575 -17,5%
DANISH DOMESTIC ROUTES May 09 May 08 CHANGE Jan-May 09 Jan-May 08 CHANGE 
ASK (Mill.) 19 26 -25,8% 100 117 -14,4%
RPK (Mill.) 12 17 -28,7% 61 73 -16,5%
Passenger load factor 65,5% 68,2% -2,6 p u 60,7% 62,3% -1,5 p u
Total no. of passengers (000) 60 73 -18,5% 290 340 -14,7%

NORWEGIAN DOMESTIC ROUTES May 09 May 08 CHANGE Jan-May 09 Jan-May 08 CHANGE 
ASK (Mill.) 448 506 -11,5% 2 242 2 571 -12,8%
RPK (Mill.) 300 353 -15,1% 1 384 1 701 -18,7%
Passenger load factor 66,9% 69,8% -2,9 p u 61,7% 66,2% -4,5 p u
Total no. of passengers (000) 669 763 -12,4% 3 155 3 719 -15,2%
SWEDISH DOMESTIC ROUTES May 09 May 08 CHANGE Jan-May 09 Jan-May 08 CHANGE 
ASK (Mill.) 174 233 -25,3% 840 1 080 -22,2%
RPK (Mill.) 118 150 -21,5% 553 708 -21,8%
Passenger load factor 67,6% 64,3% +3,3 p u 65,9% 65,5% +0,4 p u
Total no. of passengers (000) 234 301 -22,5% 1084 1405 -22,8%

Punctuality (May)   
Within 15 minutes 93.1% of Scandinavian Airlines' flights 
departed on time and the regularity was 99,6%.  
 
Internet bookings (April) 
The proportion of Scandinavian Airlines' Internet bookings 
was 39.6% (35.2%).  


