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Corbion Appoints Strategic Innovation Directors 

Three new parallel roles align Corbion’s RD&A resources with strategic targets 
 
Lenexa, Kan. (Sept. 19, 2018) – In an effort to help drive innovation efforts for customers in the 
Bakery, Sweet & Savory, and Meat & Poultry segments, Corbion recently appointed three strategic 
innovation directors to its leadership staff.  
 
The positions, which were created earlier this year, help Corbion generate new ideas for 
technologies, applications and synergistic opportunities, while guiding innovation efforts for future 
business strategies. Saurabh Kumar is tasked with guiding strategic innovation for the Meat & Poultry 
segment, while Kathy Sargent oversees innovation for Corbion’s Bakery business, and Mrs. Willy van 
Arkel leads innovation for the Sweet & Savory segment. 
 
“Staying ahead of the latest trends and consumer demands is a top priority for those of us at 
Corbion,” says Kumar. “Ensuring that innovative resources are directed at the challenges and 
opportunities that make the greatest impact allows us to better serve the needs of our customers, 
now and into the future.” 
 
Much like Corbion’s industry core teams, which bring together multiple functions and perspectives to 
promote strategic alignment, the three new parallel roles help maintain the linkage between 
business and innovation. Recognizing the value of collaboration, the trio frequently comes together 
to explore how R&D initiatives affect multiple industries and to share new insights. 
 
“It’s our job to act as the bridge between the business and R&D,” says Sargent. “To do that well, it’s 
important for us to understand the science and technical side as well as the strategies driving our 
respective businesses.” 
 
In a world where it can take years for an idea to go from concept to market, that type of forward-
thinking partnership can make all the difference.   
 
“Not only is it critical to make sure our investments in the development of new technologies and 
solutions line up with our customers’ priorities, but we also have to maintain a balance of long-term, 
short-term and quick-win projects,” says Kumar. 
 
Making the conscious choice to let customer needs — rather than current technological capabilities 
— guide the business has helped position Corbion as a leader in the industry.  
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“We are positioned to keep one eye on developing technologies and another on new opportunities 
that emerge in the market,” says van Arkel. 
 
 

 

 

For more information, please contact:   
 
Press:   
Stephanie Carlson, Global Marketing Communications Manager, Meat 
+1 (913) 890 5446, Stephanie.carlson@corbion.com 
 
 
Analysts and investors : 
Jeroen van Harten, Director Investor Relations 
+31 (0)20 590 6293, +31(0)6 21 577 086 
 
Background information: 

Corbion is the global market leader in lactic acid, lactic acid derivatives, and a leading company in emulsifiers, 
functional enzyme blends, minerals, vitamins and algae ingredients. We develop sustainable ingredient 
solutions to improve the quality of life for people today and for future generations. For over 100 years, we have 
been uncompromising in our commitment to safety, quality, innovation and performance. Drawing on our deep 
application and product knowledge, we work side-by-side with customers to make our cutting edge 
technologies work for them. Our solutions help differentiate products in markets such as food, home & 
personal care, animal nutrition, pharmaceuticals, medical devices, and bioplastics. In 2017, Corbion generated 
annual sales of € 891.7 million and had a workforce of 1,794 FTE. Corbion is listed on Euronext Amsterdam.  For 
more information: www.corbion.com 


