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AkzoNobel and The Economist Intelligence Unit publish future cities report 
 

A new report from the Economist Intelligence Unit and sponsored by AkzoNobel explores how 
cities can create optimal environments for citizens.  

 

The report, called Tomorrow’s cities, features city experts and executives from across the world, 
who were invited to share their views on various topics, including how to make transport more 
accessible and how to create more age-friendly cities.  

 

Available from today, the 22-page publication features contributions from Simon Thurley, chief 
executive of English Heritage; Jeff Risom, partner and managing director at Gehl Studio; and 
Emma Stewart, head of sustainability solutions at Autodesk.   

 

“This report celebrates the efforts and innovative thinking of cities that have re-invented 
themselves to better serve citizens,” explained The EIU’s Zoe Tabary, who was the editor of the 
report. “It shows that change is most effective when implemented by a mix of stakeholders – from 
policymakers to business executives, architects and citizens themselves.” 

 

First announced last November, AkzoNobel’s partnership with The EIU involved a series of 
interviews and blogs being published on both The EIU’s thought leadership website and 
AkzoNobel’s corporate website. These have now been compiled into a single report which offers 
an in-depth look at how cities can strive to become more liveable and sustainable.   

 

Other subjects covered include the benefits of empowering communities to improve their 
environment, learning how to integrate slums and rethinking urban technology. 

 

AkzoNobel is already working to improve the world’s urban areas through its Human Cities 
initiative, which is designed to address some of the key challenges of the 21st century. 

 

Respected around the globe, The EIU has a wealth of experience in helping business and 
industry understand how the world is changing and what opportunities and risks need to be taken 
into account. 

 

To learn more about Human Cities and download the report, visit 
www.akzonobel.com/humancities 
 
- - - 
 
 
AkzoNobel is a leading global paints and coatings company and a major producer of specialty chemicals. Calling on centuries of expertise, we supply 
industries and consumers worldwide with innovative products and sustainable technologies designed to meet the growing demands of our fast-changing 
planet. Headquartered in Amsterdam, the Netherlands, we have approximately 47,000 people in around 80 countries, while our portfolio includes well-
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known brands such as Dulux, Sikkens, International, Interpon and Eka. Consistently ranked as one of the leaders in the area of sustainability, we are 
committed to making life more liveable and our cities more human.  
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Safe Harbor Statement 
This press release contains statements which address key issues such as AkzoNobel’s growth strategy, future financial results, market positions, product 
development, products in the pipeline and product approvals. Such statements should be carefully considered, and it should be understood that many 
factors could cause forecasted and actual results to differ from these statements. These factors include, but are not limited to, price fluctuations, currency 
fluctuations, developments in raw material and personnel costs, pensions, physical and environmental risks, legal issues, and legislative, fiscal, and other 
regulatory measures. Stated competitive positions are based on management estimates supported by information provided by specialized external 
agencies. For a more comprehensive discussion of the risk factors affecting our business please see our latest annual report, a copy of which can be found 
on our website www.akzonobel.com 
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