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Boskalis lands EUR 200 million offshore project  
for Ichthys, Australia 
 
Royal Boskalis Westminster N.V. (Boskalis) has received a letter of award from Saipem 
in relation to the offshore project for the Ichthys gas export pipeline development near 
Darwin, Northern Australia. The project value to Boskalis amounts to approximately 
EUR 200 million. INPEX is the main developer of the Ichthys project and Boskalis will 
work on behalf of Saipem (Portugal) Comércio Marítimo.  
 
The Ichthys development revolves around the construction of a new 42-inch deep sea 
natural gas pipeline from the Ichthys field in the Browse Basin 880 kilometers to Darwin 
onshore. The pipeline will run through the Darwin harbor, requiring dredging services in 
the near shore area, rock installation and the construction of a landfall.  
 
For Boskalis, the contract entails dredging an 18 kilometers pipeline trench in which the 
gas pipeline will be laid, a pipe-pull over a distance of approximately 3,000 meters and 
the installation of a protective layer of rock after the pipeline has been laid. A cofferdam 
and winch platform will be constructed at the waterline edge to build the landfall. Work is 
set to commence mid 2013 and is expected to be completed by mid 2015.  
 
For the pipeline trenching and landfall construction, Boskalis will deploy two large 
backhoe dredging vessels. The rock for the post-lay installation will be sourced from a 
local quarry and will be placed using side stone dumping vessels. The services of SMIT 
Subsea as well as miscellaneous ancillary equipment will be used during the course of 
the project. 
 
The Boskalis strategy is designed to benefit from the key macro-economic drivers that 
fuel global demand in our selected markets: global trade, increasing energy 
consumption, population growth and the challenges of changing climate conditions. This 
project is driven by increasing energy consumption. 
 
This is an English translation of the Dutch press release. In the event of any disparity 
between the Dutch original and this translation, the Dutch text will prevail. 
 
Boskalis Westminster N.V. is a leading global services provider operating in the dredging, 
maritime infrastructure and maritime services sectors. The company provides creative and 
innovative all-round solutions to infrastructural challenges in the maritime, coastal and delta 
regions of the world with the construction and maintenance of ports and waterways, land 
reclamation, coastal defense and riverbank protection. Boskalis offers a wide variety of 
marine services through SMIT including harbour towage, salvage, subsea, transport and 
heavy lift services. It also has strategic partnerships in the Middle East (Archirodon) and in 
terminal services (Smit Lamnalco). Boskalis has a versatile fleet of over 1,100 units and 
operates in around 75 countries across six continents. Including its share in partnerships, 
Boskalis has approximately 14,000 employees.  
 
This press release can also be found on our website www.boskalis.com 
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